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Borderlands owner and operator Ron Pulliam 
The Fierce Green Fire 
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program 
Volume 6, Issue 22 
A Visit to Borderlands by Professor John Lane 
2
     We are hoping two more Wofford 
students will travel to Arizona this 
summer. Is Borderlands in your 
future? 
 
Professor Lane's Patagonia A-Z bird list: 
House finch 
House sparrow 
White crowned sparrow 
Sage thrasher 
Northern mockingbird 
Cactus wren 
Great tail grackle 
Starling 
Gila woodpecker (female) 
Mockingbird 
Northern Harrier 
Gambel's Quail 
Anna's hummingbird 
Broadbilled hummingbird  (male) 
Ruby-throated hummingbird 
Steller's Jay 
Lesser goldfinch 
Vermillion flycatcher 
Common crow 
Common raven 
Gray hawk 
Red-tail hawk 
Acorn woodpecker 
Turkey vulture 
Kestrel 
Wild turkey (flock of 9) 
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     I have always taken water for 
granted. We live on a boldly flowing 
piedmont stream. We can see the 
flow from our bedroom windows. 
That is why last week's spring break 
trip to visit Borderlands Restoration 
made such a huge impact on me. 
Retired director of the Odum School 
of Ecology at UGA, Ron Pulliam 
and his staff have one vision: make 
desert streams around Patagonia flow 
once more. Ron shared generously of 
his time-- showing us the green 
houses where Borderlands grows the 
plants they need for riparian 
restoration, several of their research 
sites (like the magical Deep Dirt 
Farm, and the ridge top trail just 
opened through a major wildlife 
corridor).  
     Last summer two Wofford 
students completed internships at 
Borderlands (Karen Gravely and 
Sam Parrott) and each did significant 
work Ron still likes to show off. 
Inaugural Lecture
The Milliken Lecture Series on Sustainability & Public Health
Tuesday • April 19 • 7pm
Olin Teaching Theatre
FROM ALGAE TO ZIKA:
Effects of Climate Variability 
& Change on Infectious Disease
DR. ERIN LIPP
Associate Professor of Environmental Health 
Science, UGA College of Public Health
Connecting environmental microbiology with public and ecosystem 
health, Dr. Lipp’s research interests include water and sanitation, 
climate change, and coral disease ecology, as well as transmission 
of enteric pathogens.
DR. GREGORY T. VALAINIS  
Professor of Medicine at the Medical University 
of South Carolina
A specialist in infectious disease, Dr. Valainis received his medical 
degree from the Medical College of Virginia, and completed his 
residency in internal medicine while serving as chief resident at the 
University of Florida Health Science Center in Jacksonville, FL.
DR. ANDREW MONAGHAN
Scientist at the National Center for Atmospheric 
Research, Boulder, CO
A co-leader of the NCAR Weather, Climate and Health Program, Dr. 
Monaghan’s research primarily focuses on climate-sensitive health and 
disease issues including meteorological linkages with human plague, 
meningitis, dengue and Zika viruses, Lyme disease and West Nile virus.
Landscape views of 
Patagonia, AZ during 
Professor Lane’s recent 
trip. 
Join us for this inaugural lecture 
series that will highlight how 
sustainability encompasses health 
and wellness issues. 
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  Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
PROFILE OF THE WEEK: 
University of Georgia – Master of Public Health  
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     UGA’s College of Public Health offers a Master 
of Public Health with concentrations in disaster 
management, gerontology, environmental health 
science, epidemiology & biostatistics, health policy 
& management, and health promotion & behavior. 
     This 2-year program is designed for health 
professionals who wish to expand their skills, 
knowledge, and expertise, and for students who 
wish to build a career in public health. There are 
also several dual-degree programs and certificate 
programs.  Students learn service and leadership in 
2
public health through coursework and field 
experiences.   
     Dr. Erin Lipp is the graduate coordinator and 
one of our visiting speakers for the Milliken 
Lectures Series on Sustainability and Public 
Health.  She will be on campus next week and 
would be happy to answer any question about the 
program.   
     Visit the website for more information on their 
available programs: 
https://www.publichealth.uga.edu/academics/mph  
 
April 30th   
8:00am-12:00pm 
Spartanburg Park’s Pacolet River Sweep: Help clean up the Pacolet River – lunch and t-
shirt provided.  Rain date will be May 7th.  Email McKenna.sprouse@spartanburgparks.org 
for more information and to register for this event.  
April 30th   
10:00am-2:00pm   
Spartanburg Water’s RXcycle Event:  This drug take-back event provides a way to safely 
dispose of unused and expired pills, liquids, creams, inhalers, and syringes.  See their 
website for information and five convenient locations in Spartanburg County: 
http://www.spartanburgwater.org/rxcyclespartanburg  
April 23rd  
10:00am-4:00pm   
Spartanburg Earth Day:  A collaborative community effort celebrating stewardship, 
sustainability, and our amazing planet Earth to be held at The Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Spartanburg, 210 Henry Place, 29302.  For more information visit: 
http://www.spartanburgearthday.org/ 
 
April 23rd    
10:00am-3:00pm 
Discover Your Watershed at Lyman Lake Lodge: Paddle, play and learn about the Tyger 
River Watershed. This family event is designed to raise awareness about the 
importance of safeguarding our water resources for future generations. Registration 
and lunch are free if you sign up at http://www.eventbrite.com/e/discover-your-
watershed-tickets-18707263930  
 
May 7th 
8:00am-12:00pm  
 
Glendale Shoals River Sweep:  Join us in Glendale for a clean up day on the Lawson’s 
Fork.  Group will meet at the Glendale Fire Department.  For more information and 
to sign up contact Dee Dee Mitchell: deedeemitchell@att.net. 
April 19th     
7:00pm 
Inaugural Milliken Lecture Series on Sustainability and Public Health: This forum will be 
held in Olin 101 and feature a panel of three professionals to address how a warming 
climate may affect the spread of pathogens and infectious disease.  Featured speakers 
are: Dr. Erin Lipp, environmental microbiologist; Dr. Greg Valainis, infectious disease 
specialist; and Dr. Andrew Monaghan, atmospheric research scientist. 
April 29th   
9:00am-10:00am 
Hub City Co-op Grand Opening:  Ribbon cutting ceremony will official open the first 
community-owned, consumer retail food cooperative in South Carolina. Visit their 
website for more information and how to become an owner: http://hubcity.coop/ 
 
